[E] Lo, [it appears that] there are three Tannaite authorities in this 
matter: the first of the three maintains that cities with a wall from 
the time of Joshua b. Nun read the Scroll of Esther on the fifteenth 
[M. 1:1C]. 


[F] The second Tannaite authority holds that those surrounded by a 
wall from the time of Ahasueros read the Scroll of Esther on the 
fifteenth of Adar. 


[G] And the last Tannaite authority maintains that any city [reads it on 
the fifteenth]. 


[H] [Since Joshua b. Qorha stands behind (F) and Yosé b. 
Judah behind (G), it follows that] both R. Joshua b. Qorha 
and R. Yosé b. Judah say the same thing [for the latter’s 
view can conform to the former’s]. [Any city surrounded by 
a wall in the time of Ahasueros will read the Megillah on 
the fifteenth of Adar.] 


[I] It turns out that this one derives his view from one verse of 
Scripture and that one derives his view from a different 
verse of Scripture. 


[J] And so it has been taught: Those that are near a city and 
are part of its landscape — lo, they are in its status [T. 
Meg. 1:1E]. 


[K] R. Aibu bar Nigri in the name of R. Hiyya bar Ba: “For 
instance, Hammata?’’ [That is, would all towns part of the 
landscape fall into the category of the town of Hammata? 
That would then encompass Tiberias, which is nearby. ] 


[L] No, one may refer to Hammata because that town itself was 
surrounded by a wall in the time of Joshua b. Nun. 


[M] That is in line with the following verse: “The fortified 
cities are Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, 
Chinnereth,” (Josh. 19:35). 


[N] Ziddim is Kepar Hittaya. Zer is near it. Hammath is 
Hammata. Rakkath is Tiberias. Chinnereth is Gennosar. 


[O] R. Levi objected, “Lo, it is written, ‘And the Arabah to 
the Sea of Chinneroth [eastward, and in the direction of 
Beth-jeshimoth, to the sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, 
southward to the foot of the slopes of Pisgah]’ (Josh. 
12: 3). 


